
Termites don’t 
eat steel! JG King  

builds with  
steel frames for  
a termite proof 
home termites  

can’t eat  
steel

Lurking in thousands of homes all over  
Victoria, termites live and breed, eating away at the 
foundations, frames and trusses. They work quickly 
and quietly so that you never even know your home 
is at risk. Until, of course, it’s too late.

But there are ways to prevent termite infestations. 
Vital decisions made in the early stages of building 
your home could save you thousands of dollars. 

With termite attacks on the rise in Victoria, making 
yourself aware of possible preventative measures 
will stop your home from becoming another victim 
to the devastating effects of termite infestation.

Let’s talk facts and figures

�Termite infestations can occur in 

detected and undetected areas

�Repairs to damage can cost 

between $4,500 and $40,000

Damage is not covered by insurance

�100,000 Victorian homes have been 

damaged in the last three years

�Steel frames are the best termite 

prevention

�Steel frames are free from toxic 

chemical treatments used in other 

termite protective treatments.

�JG King Homes offers a 50 year 

structural guarantee with every  

steel framed home.



So, what are termites?	
• �Termites are often referred to as white ants because both 

insects form nests and operate in social communities. 

• �There are over 350 species of termites in Australia and about 30 
of those species are known to cause serious damage to homes. 

• �Termite colonies may exist for many years and do damage 
without you knowing.

How can I prevent termites infesting 
my new home?	
Low Risk Options

• �A steel-framed house with non-structural components of 
termite-resistant materials.

• �A steel-framed house, plus a termite management system 
that conforms to Australian Standards.

Other Options

• �Choose suitable building materials such as steel, aluminium, 
brickwork, fibre-cement and termite resistant timbers.

• �All concrete slabs should be constructed to AS2870 – 1986.

• �When landscaping, use termite-resistant materials for 
landscape structures you knowing.

What damage can they cause?
The worker termite makes a nest and then goes in search of food. To do 
this the termite will make an underground tunnel by chewing through the 
timber. The lasting effect is a labyrinthine of hollow galleries. Because 
these tunnels are often 20cm below the surface of the timber they are very 
hard to detect. Sometimes the damage is irreparable. The only building 
material they cannot eat through is steel.

Will termites attack my house?
Whether you live in the city or regional Victoria, your chances of building in 
a termite infested area are extremely high. Other factors that will contribute 
to your risk of termite infestation include the type of species common to 
that area, the type of construction, the type of termite barrier installed and 
how often you maintain and monitor your protective measures.

Warning
The Drywood termite merely flies over termite prevention barriers.  
They can attack any susceptible timber regardless of its position in a building.
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Termites infest unprotected and undeclared 
areas in Melbourne and surrounds 
Source: CSIRO 2005
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www.jgkinghomes.com.au

BALLARAT	 (03) 5330 4444
BENDIGO	 (03) 5447 9888
GEELONG	 (03) 5241 9411
HAMILTON	 (03) 5572 5355 
HORSHAM	 (03) 5381 1288
MELBOURNE	 (03) 9686 3344

MILDURA	 (03) 5023 4788
SHEPPARTON	 (03) 5822 4448 
SWAN HILL	 (03) 5033 2244
TRARALGON	 (03) 5175 5555
WARRNAMBOOL	 (03) 5562 0299
WODONGA	 (02) 6057 8000

1300 JG KING (1300 545 464)


