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Lurking in thousands of homes all over

Victoria, termites live and breed, eating away at the

foundations, frames and trusses. They work quickly
and quietly so that you never even know your home
is at risk. Until, of course, it’s too late.

But there are ways to prevent termite infestations.
Vital decisions made in the early stages of building
your home could save you thousands of dollars.

With termite attacks on the rise in Victoria, making JG KI“G
yourself aware of possible preventative measures HOMES
will stop your home from becoming another victim

to the devastating effects of termite infestation. Life starts here



What damage can they cause?

The worker termite makes a nest and then goes in search of food. To do
this the termite will make an underground tunnel by chewing through the
timber. The lasting effect is a labyrinthine of hollow galleries. Because
these tunnels are often 20cm below the surface of the timber they are very
hard to detect. Sometimes the damage is irreparable. The only building

material they cannot eat through is steel.

Will termites attack my house?

Whether you live in the city or regional Victoria, your chances of building in
a termite infested area are extremely high. Other factors that will contribute
to your risk of termite infestation include the type of species common to
that area, the type of construction, the type of termite barrier installed and
how often you maintain and monitor your protective measures.
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[ vectared termite area

Termites infest unprotected and undeclared
areas in Melbourne and surrounds
Source: CSIRO 2005

Warning

So, what are termites?

e Termites are often referred to as white ants because both
insects form nests and operate in social communities.

e There are over 350 species of termites in Australia and about 30
of those species are known to cause serious damage to homes.

e Termite colonies may exist for many years and do damage
without you knowing.

How can | prevent termites infesting
my new home?
Low Risk Options

e A steel-framed house with non-structural components of
termite-resistant materials.

¢ A steel-framed house, plus a termite management system
that conforms to Australian Standards.

Other Options

e Choose suitable building materials such as steel, aluminium,
brickwork, fibre-cement and termite resistant timbers.

¢ All concrete slabs should be constructed to AS2870 — 1986.

¢ \When landscaping, use termite-resistant materials for
landscape structures you knowing.

The Drywood termite merely flies over termite prevention barriers.
They can attack any susceptible timber regardless of its position in a building.
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